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From Saturday, Auguilt 22. to Cuefday, Auguit 25. 1713. | 





The Portugal Treaty farther expofed, and proved deftructive of English Liberty, 


The Mercator juftifies what had been faid N.10. (viz.) That the faid ia with = - 


Portugal expre/ly Me that the breaking of it {ball be no Breach of the -edces 


The Omiffion alfo of t 


e Words, Cetera Britannica Lanificia proved to be no Omiffiony 


the whole Senfe of the Treaty being good without them. 


The Mercator appeals to every Impartial Fu 


dgment, for the Validity of bis Anfiwer. 





ments of our Oppofers have nothing in them 
worth Notice, their Clamour fhould. 
Furir Rationem Triamphat ; 

This was never more Exemplifyed than at this time, 
while the beft and moft rational thing that the Queen, 
or the Miniftry, under her Majefty, can do for the good 
of the Publick, is trampled on by a furious Party, and 
Noife drowns the Voice of Reafon. 

The MERC ATOR was nor at al] moved with the 
feurrilous Language of the Writers ,;who Oppofe this 
Paper; he was pleafed when he heard the Triumph, be- 
caufe their Scandals were not immediately Anfwered ; 
he knew, when he fet out, what he was to meet with, 
and it feems a Confirmation of what has often been 
faid of their Caufe, (viz.) they have nothing eife left 
for it, Clamour and Noife muft keep up their Reputa- 
tion with the People, for nothing elfe can do it. 

Without taking the leaft Notice of them therefore, 
‘the MERC ATOR, as was promifed No.gg.in_ the 
Difcourfing of the Portugal Treaty, fhall take in all 
that is Charged upon it, of falfifying. the faid Treaty, 
and fully juftifies, what has been offered by this Paper, 
giving them at the fame time more Subject to Rail upon, 
tor want of Ability to Anfwer. 
~The lat MERCATOR has entered into the Mora- 
lity of the Treaty it felf, which had not been done, 
but that fuch mighty Strefs is laid upon the Sacred Obli- 
gation of that Treaty, as if even the Parliament of 
Britain could not legally do any thing in Contravention 
of it: If this were fo, as is faid in the laft MERC A- 
TOR, the Parliament of Britain is a very infignificant 
thing. 
| ty has always been the undoubted Right of the 
People of Britain, to have no Taxes laid or levyed, 
but by Parliament, and the Parliament have the fole 
Right of Determining how, upon what, and by what 
Meafure thefe Taxes thal] be Raifed. 

This Treaty, as thefe Men would underftand it, en- 
tirely divefls the Parliament of this invaluable Privi- 
lege, which is the Fundamental of Englifh Liberty ; for 
ix pretends to tye up the Britifh Parliament, as to what 
Duties thal] be Jaid on, or not laid on, in time to come, 
both upon French and Portugal Wines, which no Mi- 
nifler of State can legally do ; a Liberty, which if the 
prefent Minifiry had not-been too tender of, the Privi- 
lege of Parliament to take the 8th and oth Article of 
the late Treaty of Commerce, made the Jeft of the Rab- 
ble of Writers, had not been inthe Power of any one to 
Vote againft, either within Doors or without. 

And had the Minifters at that time, brought that part 
of this Treaty to the Parliament, as it was their Duty 
to have done to have had it made Effeftual, it had quite 
altered the Cafe. 

The Iniquity of this Treaty might be farther made 
appear, by the Profits which they made of it who Ne- 

otiated in it: But the MERCATOR efires the 
Rerous Injuries may be rather forgot than refented, 
and her Wounds healed rather than revenged; if they 
Expofe it themfelves, they will have none to blame bur 
theimfclves. 


T feems hard and unjuft, that while. the Argu- 


nd 


Yet the Perfon who made this Treaty, bei Con- 
fcious that he had done,what no Parliament, could ever 
be fo Weak and fo Ignorant of their own Privileges as 


to Approve, or be Bound by, wifely made an exprefs — fs 


Provifion in it for the breaking it; limiting by ftipula- 
tion, what fhould be the Confequence of making any 
attempt on the Britifh Side, to the PREJUDICE. or 
to the ABOLISHING of what was therein ftipulated. . 
The Folly and Affurance of that fCurrilous contem 
tible Writer, who calls the faying this, inthe AZER- 


CATOR, No. 10. a FORGERY, is worth no Man's 


Notice ; let fuch Men reform their own Ignorance, be- 
fore they aflume a Capacity of Correéting others. 

The MERCATOR repeats it, and affirms again; 
as in No. 10. “That it is exprefly ftipulated in the 
“ faid Treaty, that the breaking that Treaty fhould be 
“ no Breach of the Peace between England and Portu- 
“ gal. It is reterred to any Impartial Judgment to 
decide the Cafe. | ; 

The Treaty with Portugal, which is 
was nota Treaty of Peace, but a Treaty of ates poe 
orto fpeak more ftrictly, a Treaty upon one hea of 
Commerce only: The Queen of Great-Britain, and the 
King of Portugal, were not fallen out, they wets 

erfecét Amity, no War, or Caufe, or pretence o 
War was between them; it is menti fo in the 
‘Treaty. 


But this was a meer Treaty of Commerce, inywhich - 


the Thing defired on one hand is expreffed, the C 
tion of granting it expreiled on the other; and the 
Confequences limited alfo and exprefled, which fhall fol- 
low, in Cafe of a Breach of the faid Condition ; andthe 
MERCATORS Reafoning will be herein juftified, 
before any Impartial |Unprejudiced Men in the Wi 

by flaring ayuft Abftractof the Treary it felf: Thus, 

1. The Queen defires the Admiffion-affach ‘Woollen 
Manufaétures into Portugal as were Prohibited, and that 
the faid Prohibitions might be taken off. ' 

2 The King of Portugal agrees to it on fich. 
fuch Conditions; and then Capitulates, that if t 
Conditions are broken, Fas fal; Erit, it fhall be : 
and LAWFUL for him'to, WHAT? make War? No, 
No, Nothing like it, but to lay on the fame Prohibitions 
agail. 

sv us Commune rationally on this Point: The 
MERCATOR fays agai, “ That this is exprefly 
“ Conditioning and ‘Articling, that the breaking this 


“ Treaty {hall have no other Confequence,than what is — 


« mentioneds and that therefore the Peace remains en- 
“ tire,’as it did before this Treaty fubfifted: Nor do 
affected by it. 

When an Article is sored on, and the Condition 
breaking it is exprefled, certainly it will be allo 
that no other Confequence fhall attend it, but what is fo 
exprefled: If a Law is made againft any parti faa, 


the Portuguefe pretend, that the Peace fhall be any way . 


as Running Goods at the Cuftom-Houfe, 9 Example ; 
Security 


when the Penalty is exprefled, it is a fi 
_to the Offender, rhat he is liable to no other ae Py 


Whar elfe is the meaning of the Words Fus fafa; 
Brit, it [ball be Fut and Lanful for she King of P ’ 
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_ But Things are Juft and Lawful, ot not Juft and Law- 
ful berween Princes, as they are confiftent or not con- 
fifient with fuch Agreements, Stipulations, Leagues and 
Treaties, as by which they ftand Bound to one another at 
that time. 7 : =o : 

There was a Treaty of Peace fubfifting between Eng- 
fand and Portugal at that time: The King of Portugal 
could not be JUST to theQueen, if he had broken that 
Treaty : Here it is therefore agreed, that in Cafe this 
new Article be not kept, it fhall be JUST and LAW- 
FUL for his Portuguefé Majefty to Prohibit our Woollen 
Cloths, any thing in the faid Treaty of Peace to the 
contrary notwithftanding: So that the, Treaty of Peace 
fhall fabGit and. it thal] not be deemed a Breach of it, 
for that his Portuguefe Majefty has done nothing in lay- 
ing-on the faid Prohibitions,but what is made JUST and 

WFUL, with refpect to former Treaties, by the 
prefent Treaty. Tae 
"What other Meaning can be reafonably put upon the 
a ee and Laufi, as they relate to what is in 
Tranfaction between the Crowns of England and Por- 
tugal ; the Queen, and his Porruguefe Majefty, are not 
iving Laws to, or receiving Laws from one another, 
are e Laws of mutual Stipulation by Treaty : What 
they make an Agreement to do, or not to do with, or 
to one another, is fo far Juft or Unjuft, Lawful or 
Unlawful TO THEM, and no otherwife : It cannot be 
Unjuft and Unlawful to the King of Portugal to lay on 
any Duties, or Prohibitions, on our Goods ; but if he 
has Stipulated not to do it, then it is Unjuft and Un- 
awful in him to do it: Again, If the Queen remits 
that Stipulation, as it is here, then it is Juftand Lawful 
again; THAT 1S, it is no Breach of the former 
* Treaties. 

The Meaning of JUST and LAWFUL then is, 
that it fhall not be deemed any Breach of the Peace, or 
Treaties by which alone fuch Actions can be called 
Unjuft and Unlawful. 

- On this Account, here is exprefled what the King of 
Portugal may Juftlyand Lawfully do, if the Queen breaks 
this Treaty, ftrongly limiting by that Expreflion, thar 
no other Confequence can be Juft and Lawful. 
The MERCATOR Appeals to the Impartial 
World, whether this is not the genuine Meaning of the 
‘Treaty ; and whether he has not Effeétually cleared 
himfelf’ of the malicious Cavils of thofe People ,who 
“Charge him with falfifying the Treaty, Forgery, and 
what not. | 
~ No Man, till thefe new States-men .appear’d, ever 

retended,that this Treaty being broke fhould break the 
fas with the King of Portugal ; nor will his Majefty 


give them any Thanks for putting that Conftruction 


upon it: Butas Jehu faid to the Captains, 7 know the 
-Men, and their Communication. 

There is, it feems, another Cavil rais’d againft the 
‘MERCATOR, equally foolith and ill grounded with 
‘the other, and which fhould not have been named, but 
to undeceive the ignorant People, who are apt to be led 
‘by the Clamour of thofe, whofe Foreheads have more 
Influence,than their Words. The Cafe is thus : 

The MERc ATOR (No. 10.) in rendring the 21 


‘Article of the Portugal Treaty, has omitted the Words’ 


‘Ceteraque Britannica Lanificia, The reft of the Britith 
Woollen Manufaures. 
The Article is as follows : 
~:.$ But if this Abatement of Cuftoms, &c. fhall be af- 
© ter any manner prejudiced or abolithed, it fhall be juft 
and lawful for his Sacred Royal Maiefty of Portugal 
« AGAIN to Prohibit the WOOLLEN CLOTHS : 
"Then follows the Words, And the reff of the Britifb 
Woollen Manufatlures ; which the MERC ATOR, fay 
» has left out, with Defign to conceal from the 
People,that the King of Portugal is allowed, in cafe of 
a Breach of the prefent Treaty, to forbid or prohibit all 
our Woollen. ufactures. 


weet re 





This the MERC ATOR is not to vindicate himfe!f 
only from, but the Treaty it felf muft be vindicated 
from intending any fuch thing; or elfe thofe, chat made 
ir, arid fuffer’d it to be pafs'd here, wiil be iI vindicated 
both from Folly and Knavery too. 

_Ic is exprefled in the Treaty, that it would he very 
grateful to the Queen of Great-Britain, if the Woollen 
Cloths, and the other Woollen Manufa@ures, were ad- 
mitted into Portugal, and the Prohibition of them ta- 
ken off. Vide the Breamble to the Treaty. . 

Now however Makers of Treaties frequently crowd 


them with Words to include as much as they ¢anj it is 


certain this muft be underftood, That the Woollen 
Cloths , and SUCH OTHER Woollen Manufactures 
as are Probibited, thould be admitted again, otherwife 
it would be to make the Treaty meer Nonfenfe, and that 
the Queen fhould defire thofe Goods to be admitted, 
which were already admitted, and the Prohibitions take: 
off from thofe Goods,which were not Prohibited before. 
This, it is prefum’d, muft be granted. 

Now it is certain, and it was acknowledged before 
the Houfe of Commons by the Merchants, that there 


. was no Goods refufed to be admitted in Portugal but 


our Woollen Medley Cloths; and the Words there, 
Ceteraque Britannica ag ep decks put in only to include 
any thing which might be pretended to be fuggetted or 
underftood by the Pragmaticks of the Portuguefe, whofe 
Words may be doubtful; and to prevent any Advantage 
to be taken for want of Words, but not to imply, that 
any thing elfe than the faid Woollen Cloths had been 
Prohibited. 

This being premifed, fully juftifies the Omiffion in 
the laft part from being capable of any evil Defign, as is 
foolithly and malicioufly fuggefted ; for if there was no- 
thing but the Woollen Cloths Prohibited before, no- 
thing but Woollen Cloths can be Prohibited'now. What 
elfe can be underftood by the Words Rarjus Lnterditere, 
AGAIN to Prohibit. Could they be faid to Prohibit 
again what was not Prohibited before? And if the 

ords the other, or the rest of the Woollen Manufatlures, 
were added, it can have no other Import or Meanin 
than this, The rest of the Woollen Mznofthures which 
were Propibited ; which being none at all, fignified no- 
thing at all, and was therefore left our, and for no 
other Reafon. 

Now unlefs they can make it appear, that there were 
other of our Woollen Goods Prohitited in Portugal 
than the Woollen Cloths, they can make nothing of 
this Omiflion ; and if there were, they cannot make 
Senfe of the Treaty. If there were no other Goods 
Prohibited, what means the Word Rarfus, AGAIN, 
when it {peaks of all the reff’ On the other hand, If 
all our’ Woollen Manufaétures were Prohibited, then 
why were the Woollen Cloths fpecified? | 

It is evident when the Treaty fays, ‘ It thall be jut 
“ and Lawful to his Majefly of Portugal AGAIN to 
 Probibit,’ it can mean nothing but what was Prohi- 
bited before ; and fo there is nothing omitted: If he 
may Prohibit Cetera Britannica Lanificia, the reft of the 
Britifh Woollen Manufaures, then the Word AGAIN 
is abfurd : And fo if we may not fay it was a FELONI- 
OUS Treaty, we muft fay, it is a NONSENSICAL 
one ; and it is plain they were convine’d of that who 
made it. 

Ir is hoped the Oppofers of the Treaty will not ex- 
pest this Homage to be always paid ro their Cavils: if 
they do, they will find themfelves mifiaken. The World 
may judge whether the MERC ATOR js effefually 
clear'd from all the pretended Charge of Faliity and For- 


gery, or not. The Challenge to them all remains fill 
good. 
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Contents, lin. 3. for patting in read putting it in. Col. 2, 
1.19. for or r. not. Col.5.1.46.dele and. ibid.l.55. after of (!) 
Ib.57.after men (!) ib. 1.61. after own (7) Ib. 1.67, for put 
r. pin. 
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